
July 21, 2022 12:10 p.m. Mass St. Augustine Cathedral 

Thursday of 16th Week/St. Lawrence Brindisi 

51st Anniversary of Establishment of Diocese of Kalamazoo 

(Readings:  1 Peter 2:4-9; Mt. 13:10-17) 

On Monday, my niece Sheryl gave birth to twins (Annabella and Armando).  
Though a month premature, thank God, they are healthy, growing, and pretty 
much “perfect” (from their unbiased great uncle’s perspective)!  They’ve already 
had numerous “tests” to make sure everything is good, including checking their 
eyesight, hearing, and they’ve both passed the “car seat” test (whatever that is).  
And because they’ve been doing so well, I just got word that they will be leaving 
the NICU of the Hospital to go home  later today. 

Seeing, and hearing beginning with the first days of life, and all our other 
human senses are extremely important for our overall health and well-being. But 
“seeing” and “hearing” are also critically important to our spiritual health and 
well-being as well.  That’s what we heard Jesus focusing on in today’s Gospel: in 
the Apostles’ question…..and in Jesus’ answer.  Parables help us to understand, as 
best our human minds can, the unfathomable mysteries of God! 

But a critical element in that understanding----between just hearing Jesus’ 
Parables as interesting “stories”, and understanding how each Parable gives us 
insights into God’s Love and Mercy for us thru Jesus,----is Faith!  It’s “Faith” that 
makes the difference between “seeing” and “hearing” whatever physical reality 
there is, and “seeing” and “hearing” the spiritual insights Jesus is teaching us.  
That’s why Jesus quoted Isaiah the Prophet who criticized those without faith for 
being “gross of heart” and “refusing to hear with their ears….see with their 
eyes…understand with their hearts…and be converted so that God can heal them”. 

Jesus came to reveal these Truths of God to all humanity; sadly, only those 
who have “converted” their hearts and “opened” their spiritual eyes and ears are 
counted in that category of those whom Jesus calls “blessed”, even as He 
reminded us of how many people had “longed to see what you see but did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

Do we take the time to count our blessings?  Do we see our Faith as the 
greatest of all our blessings---even greater than our human senses?  Once Jesus 
was able to teach the Apostles what He needed them to know, and their hearts 



had been “converted” by the coming of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sent them forth to 
begin the Church.  And that’s been the Church’s mission for 2,000 years: to help 
us “to see”, “to hear”, “to understand”, and to be “converted in our hearts” to 
follow Jesus in our lives, so that we can receive the Gift of Eternal Salvation. 

Today we celebrate our 51st Anniversary of establishment as a Diocese.  At the 
root of all the wonderful accomplishments of this Diocese over these 5 decades, 
and what is more important than anything and everything else that has taken 
place in these 51 years, is faithfulness to the essential mission of the Church: to, 
every day of these 51 years, to BE a living, breathing, active Body of Christ---to 
continue making efforts to be a Family of Faith----and to be what St. Peter 
described in today’s First Reading: “living Stones” who are “built into a spiritual 
house---to be a holy priesthood---to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.” 

That has to be our own spiritual criterion to determine our spiritual vitality:  
are we alive in Faith?  Are we “living stones”?  Are we helping to “build up the 
Church of God”?  From God’s perspective, when He looks at us, those who are 
Baptized into the Body of Christ, He sees what St. Peter describes our mission is to 
become: “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own”. 

As you may remember, last year on our Golden Jubilee as a Diocese, I 
announced the establishment of the “Bishop Donovan Founder’s Award for 
Outstanding Service”.  At the end of today’s Mass, I will announce who the 
recipients of this year’s award are.  This Award recognizes two people who have 
been outstanding in the ways they have helped to build up the Kingdom of God 
through the efforts of their lives----as last year’s inaugural recipients, Sir Michael 
Emmons and Sr. Betty Vienhuis, certainly are.  But because we are a Local Church, 
made up of “living stones”, I want to remind everyone here that we ALL should be 
candidates to receive that award.  Just by the way we are living our lives as people 
of Faith:  1) as Parents and Grandparents who are passing on the Faith in critically 
important ways in your daily lives;  2) in our roles in whatever our Vocational 
choices are, as Married people, committed Single people, people committed to 
religious life, or those of us who are ordained; 3) in our jobs, 4) in our social 
circles, or 5) in our family time;  we should always be striving to be “vibrant”, 
“alive”, “living stones” so that, as St. Peter said so well, “we may announce the 
praises of Him Who called us out of darkness into His wonderful light”. 



Today we also celebrate the life of St. Lawrence Brindisi (1559-1619---born and 
died on July 21st!)---having been born in Venice, he naturally spoke Italian, but he 
was also proficient in Latin, Hebrew, Greek, German, Bohemian, Spanish and 
French!!  He had a tremendous love and understanding of Scripture.  As he said in 
the Reading from today’s Office: “Preaching is a duty that is apostolic, angelic, 
Christian, and divine…..For the Word of God is a light to the mind and a fire to the 
will. It enables man to know God and to love Him.”  That’s what it means to “see” 
and “hear” and “understand” and be “converted so that we may be saved”!!!! 

Let us give thanks for these 51 years of our Diocese being faithful to the 
mission that Jesus has given to His Church; let us pray that we----all of us---will 
continue being faithful for all the years to come, and that our Diocese will keep 
growing into a stronger and more vibrant Local Church, alive with faith, 
courageous in our witness, and joyful in our praises to our Living God! 

And let all that we do and say be for the honor and glory of God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 


